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PREFACE 


Continuing  interest  in  Lafayette,  the  “hero  of  two  worlds,”  has  led  to 
many  publications  about  his  life  and  activities,  and  the  following  list  of 
English-language  works  represents  only  a  sample  of  these. 

In  compiling  this  selection,  I  wanted  particularly  to  cover  Lafayette’s 
activities  in  America.  Consequently,  the  list  includes  biographies,  publi¬ 
cations  on  the  battles  of  the  American  Revolution  in  which  Lafayette 
participafed,  his  four  trips  to  this  country,  his  informal  role  as  am¬ 
bassador  of  good  will  between  France  and  America,  and  tributes  paid  to 
him  by  Americans. 

The  titles  included  number  235,  following  the  scope  of  previously 
published  lists  of  reading  materials  prepared  by  the  European  Division 
on  the  contribution  of  Europeans  in  American  history  (Gasimir  Pulaski, 
Tadeusz  Kosciuszko,  and  Tomas  G.  Masaryk).  The  works  cited  are 
devoted  exclusively  to  Lafayette. 

Readers  who  wish  further  information  about  Lafayette  may  consult 
Stuart  W.  Jackson’s  La  Fayette:  A  Bibliography,  which  lists  works  in 
several  languages;  Louis  Gottschalk’s  publications  on  Lafayette,  which 
contain  scholarly  analyses  of  numerous  sources;  and  Peter  Buckman’s 
“Notes  on  Sources”  in  his  Lafayette:  A  Bibliography,  as  well  as  the  Jour¬ 
nals  of  the  Continental  Congress.  In  addition,  one  may  wish  to  consult 
the  numerous  scholarly  biographies  of  the  generals  in  the  American 
Revolution,  the  many  publications  of  the  American  presidents  of  that 
time,  and  the  collections  of  manuscripts  by  or  relating  to  Lafayette 
housed  in  the  Library  of  Congress  and  at  the  Cornell  University  Library 
(described  in  the  April  1972  issue  of  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Li¬ 
brary  of  Congress).  Writings  on  American  History  (1902  +  ),  especially 
for  more  recent  publications,  should  not  be  overlooked. 


INTRODUCTION 
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Four  decades  after  the  War  of  Independence,  Thomas  Jefferson 
called  Lafayette  the  “doyen  ...  of  the  soldiers  of  liberty  of  the  world.” 
His  services  in  the  American  fight  for  freedom  had  already  won  him  a 
lofty  place  in  our  history  that  is  still  secure  today. 

Marie  Joseph  Paul  Yves  Roch  Gilbert  du  Motier,  marquis  de  La¬ 
fayette,  was  born  on  September  6,  1757,  at  the  chateau  of  Chavaniac  in 
the  Upper  Toire  region  of  southern  France.  He  never  knew  his  father, 
who  died  in  battle  against  the  English  (1759);  his  mother  died  when  he 
was  thirteen.  Lafayette’s  education  began  at  the  age  of  five  with  a 
private  tutor.  Later,  he  was  enrolled  in  the  College  du  PJessis,  the  most 
expensive  school  in  Paris,  and  in  1771  he  launched  a  military  career  in 
the  King’s  Regiment  of  Musketeers.  Lafayette’s  inherited  wealth  was  in¬ 
creased  in  1774  by  his  marriage  to  Adrienne  de  Noailles,  scion  of  one  of 
France’s  oldest  and  noblest  families. 

The  news  about  the  rebellious  American  colonists  and  the  proclama¬ 
tion  of  their  Declaration  of  Independence  kindled  talk  of  liberty  and 
revolution  in  France;  Lafayette’s  sentiment  was  with  the  Americans.  He 
purchased  a  ship,  the  Victoire,  and  in  June  1777  arrived  in  America, 
where  he  offered  to  serve  without  pay  as  a  volunteer  in  the  ranks.  On  the 
recommendation  of  General  Washington,  the  Continental  Congress 
awarded  Lafayette  the  rank  and  commission  of  major  general  on  July 
31,  1777.  By  a  resolution  of  Congress  on  December  4,  Lafayette  was 
given  the  command  of  a  division  of  Virginia  light  troops. 

Lafayette’s  military  service  ranged  from  the  Battle  of  Brandywine, 
where  he  was  wounded,  through  Monmouth  Court  House,  to  the  sur¬ 
render  of  Conwallis  at  Yorktown,  where  he  played  a  leading  role.  His 
energy  and  courage  won  the  respect  of  both  officers  and  soldiers.  He 
fought  courageously  with  his  troops  against  the  British;  he  petitioned  his 
homeland  and  friends  on  behalf  of  the  Americans;  and  he  was  effective 
as  a  liaison  between  the  two  countries. 

Upon  his  departure  for  France  on  his  first  furlough,  January  1779, 
Congress  voted  him  the  “thanks  for  that  disinterested  zeal  which  led  him 
to  America  and  for  the  services  he  hath  rendered  to  the  United  States  by 
the  exertion  of  his  courage  and  ability  on  many  signal  occasions. 

In  April  1780  Lafayette  came  back  to  America  for  almost  two  years, 
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during  which  he  took  part  in  the  Virginia  campaign  at  the  head  of  his 
brigade  of  light  infantry,  preventing  further  pillaging  by  Cornwallis’s 
force  under  Benedict  Arnold.  During  the  Virginia  campaign,  Lafayette 
and  Jefferson  established  a  long-lasting  friendship.  Jefferson  influenced 
Lafayette’s  political  education  during  his  stay  in  Paris  as  American  am¬ 
bassador,  and  Lafayette,  in  Jefferson’s  words,  “was  a  most  powerful 
auxiliary  and  advocate”  for  him  in  his  attempt  to  strengthen  the  friend¬ 
ship  between  their  two  countries. 

During  his  third  stay  in  America,  from  August  4  until  December  12, 
1784,  Lafayette  spent  some  time  at  Mount  Vernon  as  a  guest  of  George 
Washington,  was  warmly  received  by  Congress  in  Trenton,  participated 
in  the  celebration  of  the  surrender  at  Yorktown,  and  was  made  a  citizen 
of  the  State  of  Maryland. 

Lafayette’s  experiences  in  America  not  only  brought  him  renown  as  a 
soldier,  they  also  nurtured  his  liberal  philosophy  as  he  became  more  in¬ 
volved  in  the  French  struggle  for  political  change.  Strongly  influenced 
by  Washington,  whom  he  regarded  as  his  spiritual  father  and  model,  he 
became  a  strict  constitutionalist  who  placed  his  faith  in  moderation  and 
order.  During  his  thirties,  Lafayette  was  well-known  in  the  western 
world  for  liberal  ideas.  When  the  French  Revolution  began,  he  was 
named  head  of  the  National  Guard.  In  1792,  being  unable  to  preserve 
the  constitutional  character  of  the  Revolution,  Lafayette  resigned  his 
command  of  a  portion  of  the  Revolutionary  Army.  He  was  charged  with 
treason  and,  to  save  his  life,  sought  refuge  in  Austria  — only  to  be  im¬ 
prisoned  in  the  fortress  of  Olmiitz.  After  his  release  he  spent  two  years  in 
exile  in  Germany  and  Holland.  During  the  revolutionary  Reign  of  Ter¬ 
ror  his  properties  were  seized  and  his  wife  was  imprisoned  (she  lost  her 
mother,  sister,  and  grandmother  to  the  guillotine).  After  her  release 
from  prison  (due  to  Robespierre’s  downfall  and  the  intervention  of  the 
American  Minister  in  Paris),  Madame  Lafayette,  with  her  two 
daughters,  voluntarily  joined  her  husband  in  his  Olmiitz  prison  cell  (Oc¬ 
tober  15,  1795).  Despite  severe  restrictions  in  prison,  Lafayette  man¬ 
aged  to  correspond  with  many  friends  as  well  as  with  representatives  of 
the  American  government,  and  the  U.S.  Congress  attempted  to  in¬ 
tervene  on  his  behalf. 

In  1799  Lafayette  returned  to  France  and  settled  in  his  Chateau  de  la 
Grange.  He  wrote  volumes  of  letters  — eventually  corresponding  with 
seven  American  presidents  — and  he  wrote  his  memoirs. 

In  1824,  accompanied  by  his  son  George  Washington  Lafayette  (born 
December  23,  1779),  Lafayette  paid  a  last  visit  to  America  as  a  guest  of 
the  nation,  invited  by  President  Monroe.  His  triumphant  tour  lasted 
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more  than  a  year  and  took  him  to  every  state.  Wherever  he  went, 
thousands  of  people  lined  the  route.  He  attended  formal  tours  and 
presentations,  balls,  dinners,  and  speeches  in  his  honor.  Lafayette’s 
tumultuous  reception  was  covered  by  many  newspapers  in  America  and 
Europe.  The  references  to  American  independence,  freedom,  and 
democratic  institutions  did  much  to  bolster  liberal  causes  in  many  coun¬ 
tries.  During  this  visit  he  received  from  the  Congress  a  tract  of  land  in 
Florida  and  a  cash  grant. 

In  his  last  years  Lafayette  remained  active  in  French  politics  and  was 
the  leading  voice  for  liberal  concerns.  He  sheltered  radicals,  native  and 
foreign;  he  publicized  the  plight  of  Poland  during  the  uprising  there  in 
1830-31;  and  he  gave  food,  money,  and  other  support  to  the  poor. 

On  May  20,  1834,  the  man  who  had  inspired  countless  persons  with 
his  dedication  to  liberty  and  equality,  died  in  Paris.  Lafayette  was  laid 
to  rest  at  Picpus  Cemetery  in  Paris  beside  his  wife— and  earth  from  the 
United  States  covered  his  grave. 
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La  Grange  Castle  (Chateau  de  la  Grange ),  where  Lafayette  lived  from  1799  until  his  death  in  1834 
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The  closing  section  of  Lafayette’s  letter  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  written 
from  Hartford,  Connecticut,  October  11,  1784,  shortly  before  Jeffer¬ 
son  assumed  the  post  of  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of  France.  It  is 
typical  of  Lafayette’s  generous  attitude  toward  Americans  visiting 
abroad. 
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